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V' Grand designs: Bill Matthews, Des Stewart, Ruth Orr, Stanley Johnston and Sandy Spence of the Cullybackey Improvement Association.

keeping the peace

Over £440,000 is destined

for projects within the Borough
following a two year extension
to European funding via the
peace Il programme.

This welcome development
comes as a direct result of
sustained and determined
lobbying for continued support
to N.Ireland. Ballymena Strategy
Partnership, the body responsible
for the administration of

Measure 3.1 locally believes the
funding is vital to sustain
momentum in the Borough.

Pre-applications for funding will
be invited in August/September
with those that demonstrate a
close fit with the criteria invited
to make full applications in
October. Majella McAlister of
Ballymena Strategy Partnership
urged potential applicants to
submit pre-applications so that

those with greatest potential to
succeed could be identified and
guidance provided.

She commented, “The extension
is very much focussed on
building reconciliation and this
should be at the forefront of
project planning. We hope that
the pre-application process will
help us to sift out the projects
that are truly Peace initiatives.

“Some of the great successes
of the current programme have
undoubtedly been people-
centred projects. These have
come in different shapes and
sizes such as Ballymena Family
& Addicts Support Group
providing services for those
affected by drug & alcohol
abuse to Cullybackey

Environmental Improvement
Committee who are
redeveloping the police station
site into a community resource
centre. Funding has resulted in
jobs and training opportunities,
encouraged people to be more
mobile and access services and
facilities in the Borough and
importantly provided support
to those most vulnerable in
the community”.

“If you have an idea, don't sit
back, this may be the last
Peace Il funding on this scale
in N.lreland!", she added.

Further information can be
obtained from Majella
McAlister on 028 256 60444
or refer to the central website
at www.eugrants.org

“Some of the great successes of
the current programme have
undoubtedly been people-
centred projects”.

making your mark!

Flags, murals, emblems and
graffiti — where do you stand
on territory markings? Are
you proud of them, prepared
to put up with them, or
simply, fed up with them?

The Council is eager to hear
the views of local residents
on these and other
community relations issues.

A widespread telephone survey
will take place over coming
months. Conducted by market
research company Millward

Brown Ulster on behalf of
Ballymena Borough Council,
the study will also explore local
people’s opinions on
sectarianism, racism and the
Council's standing within the
community. The results of this
confidential survey will be used
to shape a revised Good
Relations Plan for the Borough.

Council chief executive
Mervyn Rankin explained the
importance of the survey and
the new strategy,
“Promoting and encouraging

good relations across the
Borough is at the core of
Council business and its
Good Relations Strategy.

I would encourage anyone
who is contacted to
participate in this
confidential study. The
results will help us to combat
sectarianism, racism and anti

social behaviour in the
future, and develop a
community which respects
diversity, and promotes
equality for all.”

For further information
contact the Policy Unit at
Ballymena Borough Council
on 028 25660300.

“Promoting and encouraging good
relations across the Borough is at
the core of Council business”.



Ballymena arts fest
2005 listings

Event:

One Step Behind

(Anti-bullying play for primary schools)

Date: Wed 28th September

Venue: Leisure Centre —
Studio Theatre

Admission: Via schools

Event: Willie Drennan with
Eull Dunlop

Date: Sat 1st October,
8.00pm

Venue: Leisure Centre —
Studio Theatre

Admission: £4.00

Event: Scream

(Anti-bullying play for secondary schools)

Date: Wed 28th September
Venue: Leisure Centre —

Studio Theatre
Admission: Via schools
Event: In The Round -

Singer/Songwriter

Gala
Date: Fri 7th October, 8.00pm
Venue: Leisure Centre —

Studio Theatre
Admission: £5.00
Event: Gilbert & Sullivan Evening
Date: Sun 9th October, 8.00pm
Venue: Gracehill Primary

School
Admission: £7.00 adults

£4.00 children

Event: Patrick Kielty Live
Stand up Show
Date: Wed 12th October,
8.00pm
Venue: Leisure Centre
Admission: £16.50
(suitable for adults only)
Event: The Low Country Boys
With Tony Collins and
Diane Wilson on the Saw
Date: Thurs 13th October
Venue: Leisure Centre —
Studio Theatre
Admission: £7.00
Event: Irish Night Hosted by the
Ballymena Committee
Cancer Research NI
Date: Fri 14th October,
8.00pm
Venue: Leighinmohr Hotel
Admission: £7.00 adults
£4.00 children
Event: Ballymena Inter Ethnic
Forum presents
Gala International
Date: Sat 15th October,
8.00pm
Venue: Leisure Centre
Admission: £3.00 adults

£1.00 concession

Event: The Big Draw
(Childrens Drawing Day)
Date: Sat 15th October,
10am - 12noon
Venue: The People’s Park
Admission: £3.00
Event: Piper of the Year
Date: Sat 1st October,
11am - 11pm
Venue: Adair Arms Hotel
Admission: £5.00 adult
£2.00 concession
Event: Art Exhibition by
Bob Margrain
Dates: 1 — 14 October
Venue: The People's Park
Admission: Free

Festival Box Office: Tourist Information Centre,
76 Church Street, Ballymena Tel. 028 25 638 494

Opening Hours:

9.00am — 5.00pm ( Mon - Fri) 10.00am - 4.00pm ( Sat)

Special Festival Offer — Festival Pass £40, entitles holders

to entry to all festival events.

Concessionary Tickets: Available for some events to students, under 18's,

unemployed, OAP’s and Disability Allowance Card holders.





